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IITians make creativity ‘glide’ 

Runa Mukherjee Parikh,TNN | Mar 15, 2014, 03.34 AM IST 

AHMEDABAD: Abhishek Ranjan an electrical engineering student and Prashant Shekhar from chemical engineering 

course in IIT-Gandhinagar, utilized their winter break studying aero-modelling or the science of making small-sized 

objects fly.  

 

The students approached their faculty, studied YouTube videos and RC Forums to design their very own, powered 

remote controlled glider, inspired by the popular 'Moss glider'.  

 

"With three motors to propel it forward and manage the upward, downward, left and right directions, the glider can stay 

airborne for 8 minutes. It has a very powerful motor and needs a windless climate to fly at its best," said Ranjan, 20, 

from Ranchi.  

 

The aero-model has been funded by the student tech activities committee in IIT-Gn. Nithin V George, assistant 

professor, faculty of electrical engineering, said, "We encourage students to learn and develop new skills other than 

academics. The 'Moss glider' by the two students can inspire others so we urged them to organize a workshop."  

 

About 50 students will now be divided into seven teams and learn how to create a glider by Ranjan and Shekhar over the 

weekend.  

 

The aero-modelling behind a 'powered remote controlled glider' created by two BTech students was appreciated so 

much by the faculty that it announced a workshop for students on the subject.  

 

IITs are glorified engineering colleges,varsities more 

important: UGC chairman 

Written by Navjeevan Gopal | Amritsar | March 14, 2014 11:53 am  

The University Grants Commission chairman Dr Ved Prakash today said that the Indian Institutes of 

Technology (IITs) were no more than “glorified engineering colleges” . 

Addressing a meeting of principals of affiliated colleges of Guru Nanak Dev University,Deans of various 

faculty and heads of various departments in Amritsar,Prakash while emphasising upon the importance of 

universities,said he was miffed at not receiving any research proposals for Singh-Obama initiative from the 

universities and the same had to be awarded to an IIT. 

Prakash said since universities were not coming forward so the initiative had to be awarded to IIT (“ IIT ko 

majboori mein dena pada” ) for execution in the wake of country’ s “ prestige” . “ IIT. Kya hai IIT. (What are 

IITs?). Glorified engineering colleges. University aur IIT mein zameen aasman ka antar hai (University and 

IITs are poles apart),”  Prakash said. 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/toireporter/author-Runa-Mukherjee-Parikh.cms
http://indianexpress.com/profile/author/navjeevan-gopal/
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After his address,in response to a question on the comparison,Prakash said that Universities were far more 

important than IITs. Universities had a higher intake of students,he added. On reports that UGC may lose 

funding powers amid UPA government having cleared the Rs 22,000 crore Rashtriya Uchchtar Shiksha 

Abhiyan (RUSA) to revive and strengthen India’ s higher education sector,Prakash evaded a direct reply and 

said,“ It is not an issue. The idea is that universities should get the funds.”  

The HRD ministry is reportedly working on a plan to gradually divest the apex higher education regulator — 

University Grants Commission (UGC) — of funding powerss. 

He was all praise for RUSA and said Punjab stood to gain hugely from it. “ I am sure you are going to pick up a 

major chunk,”  he said . 

The UGC chairman also impressed upon the need to focus on first generation learners,pointing out that they 

should not only be embraced by the faculty but also guided to choose their streams. Such students should not be 

told just to join the Arts stream. Instead,they should be encouraged to join other streams also depending upon 

their talent. He drove home his point about first generation learners by saying that such students hailing from 

poor families needed to be encouraged as they feared asking questions,searched seats on the back benches and 

avoided eye contact.  

http://indianexpress.com/article/india/india-others/iits-are-glorified-engineering-colleges-varsities-more-important-

ugc-chairman/ 
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